

Save the date!
Thursday, September 28 - 
Open House - Meet your 
student’s teachers! 
6:30-8:30 pm 


Saturday, September 30 - 
NHS Boosters Club’s Sticker 
Drive Begins 


Saturday, September 30  - 
Student Council car wash at 
NHS 9am-2pm 


Monday, October 2 - 
Reality Fair and Career Fair 
8-11:20am 


Wednesday, October 11 - 
STW's Student Service 
Program Info session 7pm  


Saturday, October 14 - 
Friends of Music Student 
Fundraiser 11am-2pm 


Saturday, October 28 - NHS 
Craft Fair and Bake Sale 
9am-3pm 


NEWS FROM THE HILL  
September 28, 2023







The Needham High School Open House for all Parents and Guardians will be held on
Thursday, September, 28, 2023, beginning at 6:30 p.m.


Parents and Guardians will have an opportunity to visit their child’s classes. The schedule will
follow a Day 1 rotation. It will be helpful for you to have your child’s schedule. The template
below is provided for your convenience.


TIME PERIOD COURSE TEACHER ROOM #


6:30-6:45 HOMEROOM


6:50-7:00 A


7:05-7:15 B


7:20-7:30 C


7:35-7:45 D


7:50-8:00 E


8:05-8:15 F


8:20-8:30 G


COMING UP: NHS BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2023



















Powderpuff meeting 
October 16 


Senior girls are invited to meet at the A Gym at 
2:45pm for a Powderpuff meeting on Monday, 


October 16. The meeting will be about 15 minutes and 
in that time students will receive schedules and 


permission slips. 


For further inquiries: 
joseph_brienze@needham.k12.ma.us


News from the Counseling Department 9/28: 


If you missed the Senior Parent Night 
presentation, you can find the recording as 
well as the slide deck HERE, on the NHS 


Counseling Department website. Be sure to 
keep up with the latest news on the NHS 


Counseling Department News Feed/Current 
Information and mark your calendars for 


upcoming parents evenings!! 



https://sites.google.com/needham.k12.ma.us/nhscounselingdepartment/presentations

https://sites.google.com/needham.k12.ma.us/nhscounselingdepartment/home

https://sites.google.com/needham.k12.ma.us/nhscounselingdepartment/news-feedcurrent-information

https://sites.google.com/needham.k12.ma.us/nhscounselingdepartment/news-feedcurrent-information

mailto:joseph_brienze@needham.k12.ma.us





Summit Educational Group is pleased to partner with Needham High School 
to present an informational online webinar about the standardized tests for 
college a issions and to offer a free proctored practice ACT at the high 
school. Here are the details:


617.581.624 / MYTUTOR.COM


Needham High School College 
Admissions Testing


Tuesday, October 11  7:00pm - 8:15pm 
Registration link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/


register/8731341017401898330 


 ACT


ONLINE WEBINAR FOR FAMILIES AND STUDENTS


C  A  T  
     
SAT  ACT


Saturday, October 21
8:30am - 11:30am 


eed a   c oo  a eter a
Register by Friday, October 13: https://s mmit.onecanoe.com/registration/create e ent co e 0409


ote: i o r st ent has accommo ations p ease contact mmit s main o ice at 17. 81. 49 to ma e arrangements or either a
ree in person or ree remote practice with e ten e time.







Starting Monday October 2nd, Nutrition Services will be 
starting a new snack program everyday after school. We 


will be selling snacks from 2:35-3:00 p.m. 
located between the A Gym and the Weight Room 


entrance. Students can either pay in cash or use their 
school lunch account.  


Some examples of snacks we will be selling are: 


Bento Boxes (combinations of grain such as goldfish, 
crackers or graham crackers, protein selections such as 


cheese, hummus or sliced turkey breast, fruits and 
veggies) 


Energy Bites 
Hummus snack cups 


Yogurt and yogurt parfaits 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Pockets 


Wrap Sandwiches 
Chips & Salsa/Guac 


Water 
Vitamin Water 


Seltzer 


We will be rolling out other ideas that people send our 
way - please email us with suggestions! 


We look forward to this new program, please contact us 
with any questions you may have. 


A MESSAGE FROM NUTRITION SERVICES 







Info session 10/11: STW’s Student Service trips! 
Join us to learn about School the World's 2024 high 


school service trips! STW's Student Service Program provides an 
inspiring service experience for High School Students. While 


traveling to Guatemala, Panama, or Honduras, they will get to 
experience a new culture, make new friends, fulfill service hours 


and create lasting relationships with the kids in the community! All 
while supporting our infrastructure growth by building a school 
and/or a playground! Join us on October 11 to hear from past 
Needham student travelers about their experiences, and ask 


questions about our 2024 programs!







National History Day Parent Information 
Night 10/18 


All parents of students taking part in this 
year's National History Day Project are invited to 


attend an information night on Wednesday, 
October 18 at 6:30 pm in room 728. The 


teachers will present a summary of the entire 
project and answer any questions. The theme 


this year is "Turning Points in History." All Grade 
10 Social Studies accelerated students do 


the National History Day Project. Hope to see 
you there. 







  NEW DATE ADDED: 
SENIOR PORTRAITS


- There are upcoming sessions available at the 
school on 9/30, 10/10, 10/12, 10/18 


- Students can sign up on the Coffee Pond 
website using the code NHS2024 


- Any Senior that wishes to be included in the 
Class of 2024 yearbook must have their Senior 
Portrait taken by Coffee Pond, no exceptions or 
outside portraits 


- Senior Portraits are different than the images 
taken on school picture day- they are individual 
sessions that you sign up for; see Mr. Jean's 
letter for information  


- Speak with Ms. Bergeron (Katherine) for 
financial assistance for the sitting fee  


- All portraits for the yearbook must be chosen 
by 11/30/2023 







  


-Payment for AP exams are due by October 
30th.  


-Payment is made through MySchoolBucks 


-Fee waiver requests should be made directly 
with Mr Grannan 


(will_grannan@needham.k12.ma.us).   
Do not pay in MySchoolBucks if you are 


requesting a fee waiver. 


-All exams are $113, with the exception of AP 
Seminar ($143) 


-If you are enrolled in an AP class and don't 
intend to take the exam, email Mr Grannan so he 


can remove your exam from the AP order 


STUDENTS TAKING AP CLASSES:



mailto:will_grannan@needham.k12.ma.us





  


The PSAT is Coming to Needham High!  
For 11th and 10th graders:  


-The PSAT will be offered at Needham High School on Saturday, October 
14th. The test starts at 8:00 am, with student entry/check-in from 
7:30-8:00am. 
-For juniors, the results are used for National Merit (NMSQT) Scholarship 
eligibility (non-juniors are not considered for NMSQT eligibility). 
-Payment and registration through MySchoolBucks. 
-Cost $34 
-Registration is open in MySchoolBucks from Sept 5th - October 1st. 
-For any issues paying through MySchoolBucks or requests for Fee 
Waivers, please see Mr. Grannan in the Counseling Office or 
email will_grannan@needham.k12.ma.us. 
-If testing with a Fee Waiver you do not register through MySchoolBucks. 
Mr Grannan will register you manually after you contact him with the Fee 
Waiver request. 
-The PSAT this year is DIGITAL. Learn more about the NEW Digital PSAT 
from the College Board @ https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/
preparing. 
-Students may use personal computers or school issued Chromebooks to 
take the PSAT.  PSAT uses the Bluebook application for the exam. Students 
with school issued Chromebooks should already see it in their list of 
applications. To download Bluebook on your own device, go to 
this Bluebook link. DOWNLOAD AND LOGIN TO THE BLUEBOOK APP 
NOW.  Make sure you can login and navigate the application (can also be 
used for test prep.) 
-To test with accommodations, students must have official approval from the 
CollegeBoard. You can contact Mr. Grannan if you have any questions 
regarding CollegeBoard approved accommodations. If approved, the 
accommodations will be built into the digital administration on test day. 


Take care .... Mr Grannan 


Updated PSAT information 9/21:



mailto:will_grannan@needham.k12.ma.us

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/preparing

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/preparing

https://bluebook.app.collegeboard.org/





Dear Community Members:


On Monday, October 2nd from 8AM  to 11:20 AM the Needham Rotary Club and 
Needham High School will sponsor a Reality Fair and Career Fair for our current 
Seniors. The events will be split into four 45-minute segments. Students will 
participate in the Reality Fair during one segment, hear from a panel on post 
secondary options for one segment, and visit presentations of careers for two 
segments. 


We are reaching out to community members to solicit help in running the Career Fair. 
Community members can participate in the Career Fair by presenting on a field, 
career, or job of which one has expertise and conducting a Q&A with the students 
following the presentation. We would be seeking individuals (or groups) to present a 
minimum of two times (up to 6) based on your availability.  The goal of the Career 
Fair is to provide some information and background on a variety of career options for 
students as they begin to narrow down on a path for college and/or work. We want 
them to hear about what it is like to work in different careers, the education 
requirements for each, and what steps they should take to put themselves in the best 
position to be successful in those fields. We anticipate having 20 or 30 minute time 
segments for the presentation and Q&A discussion of a career with groups of 
students no larger than 25. Students will visit 3-4 career options during the fair.


If you are able to volunteer in any capacity, we'd love to have you! We will confirm 
and connect in advance regarding timing, roles, and responsibilities. If you are 
interested in helping us this fall, please complete this google form.


Sincerely, 
Jimmy Odierna, Dana Plunkett, and John Shea


Here are some important details:


Date: Monday, October 2, 2023
Time: 8 AM - 11:20 AM
Place: Needham High School 


Career Fair Shifts for community members
2 sessions from 7:50 to 8:45
2 sessions from 8:45 to 9:40
2 sessions from 9:40 to 10:35
2 sessions from 10:35 to 11:20 


Reality and Career Fairs for seniors!
In case you missed it, notices from NFTH 9/21:



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyDG4c_sssp5Jk3E8sP3vdwuqUiyG481FE7tLfdQoNeeHqTA/viewform





TOWN OF NEEDHAM + NEEDHAM HIGH SCHOOL


LOCAL GOVERNMENT INTERNSHIP


APPLY BY OCTOBER 4TH


QUESTIONS? EMAIL:


stephen_plasko@needham.k12.ma.us & mtucker@needhamma.gov


WHO
• NHS students with a 3.0 GPA and an interest in 


learning about government in Needham
• 2-3 students per semester


WHAT
• Work with a department on priority projects


• Public Works
• Town Manager
• Potential for other departments


WHEN
• 1-2 days per week
• 2-4 hours per week
• Through winter break
• Option to extend into spring semester


HOW
• Click Here or Scan the QR to Apply!


Needham Internship Opportunity
In case you missed it, notices from NFTH 9/21:


Department of Counseling Website 


New information is being updated regularly on the NHS 
Counseling 


 "News Feed/Current Information" tab. Students and 
families should check this regularly. Latest 


information includes Pre-ACT and PSAT registration 
and dates for upcoming parent evenings.  



https://sites.google.com/d/1KhYEvuJJVnREljqZu7Vl2hzJRX_AM3V2/p/1E0pAO6lxs496CaXQ3vIaKGPx3uGsgVs8/edit





Needham High School 
WRITING CENTER


What we are: A peer tutoring service. Students can come for help on any 
writing assignment for any subject. 


Who we are:  Juniors and seniors who are skilled writers, recommended by 
their English teachers, trained as peer tutors. 


Where we are:  LIBRARY CLASSROOM (new location) 


When we meet:  During X-block on Tuesdays and Thursdays  (new time) 
Students must sign up for X-block Writing Center with adaptive scheduler on 
PowerSchool. 
                            
AND after school on Wednesdays (also in Library Classroom) 
No appointment necessary for after school Writing Center -- just walk in! 


In case you missed it, notices from NFTH 9/21:


Math Help available!
Wednesdays: 9:00am-12:45pm


Come to the Math and Science office Room 205


Please note: This schedule may vary on occasion during 
the school year. 







SNAP Parent Portal for Health Services 


We ask Needham Families to update your child’s medical information each year in 
the Alerts and Conditions Tab and to give permission for Over-The-Counter 
Medication in the Medication Tab. This current information is important for nurses 
to be able to best care for your child. This update in SNAP is taking the place of the 
nurse form in PowerSchool.
The SNAP Health Parent Portal is an online platform that gives you direct access to 
your student’s school health record, permissions, and direct communication with 
nurses.
You can use the SNAP Health Portal to:


• Give permission for your child to have Over-the-counter medications during 
this school year including Tylenol/Acetaminophen, Motrin/ibuprofen, bacitracin, 
Caladryl, Cough drops [8 years and up], Hydrocortisone, and Antacid/TUMS. This 
permission must be given each school year.  


• Inform the nurses of medical conditions, alerts, and medication 
• Send secure messages directly to the nurses 
• Upload a copy of your child’s physical exam forms, orders, or documents 
• Access Needham Public School medical forms  


Parents/Guardians receive an email from SNAP Parent Portal (from: 
noreply@studentehr.com) with login instructions including a username and password. 
Once registered, see instructions below.
• SNAP Health Parent Portal Log in: Click www.studentehr.com to log into the SNAP 


Health Parent Portal. 
◦ If you forget your password, please click "Forgot Password?" under the 


password box to reset. 
◦ IMPORTANT: Email notifications sent from the Nursing Department via the 


SNAP Health Portal will come from the email 
address noreply@studentehr.com. 


• Another way to access the SNAP Parent Portal: Log on through your parent 
PowerSchool Account and choose the SNAP/PSNI button in the upper right corner 
of your parent PowerSchool Ac 


You may navigate through the following sections which are found on the left side of 
the SNAP dashboard. Instructions for each of the Health Record Left Sided Tabs are 
as follows:


Demographics/Contacts Tab:
• Demographic updates need to be done in the PowerSchool platform 


AN IMPORTANT REMINDER FROM NHS NURSES
In case you missed it, notices from NFTH 9/21:



https://www.studentehr.com/

mailto:noreply@studentehr.com

https://needham.powerschool.com/public/





Alerts and Conditions Tab: 
• Check that any listed conditions are correct, if they are not, you can make the 


changes for nurses to review. 
• Please add any current medications that your child is currently taking in the 


“medications: current” tab.   
• Please add any new conditions under the “Parent Reported” tab. Written 


documentation from your healthcare provider is required in order for the nurse 
to confirm the new health condition. 
◦ Click "Attach Documentation" and upload documents as a pdf or jpeg. 


• Check current health information. If the information is correct, simply press the 
CONFIRM button at the top of the screen. 


Medications Tab:
• Using the “Orders” button in the top right corner, you may attach any prescribed 


medication doctor order(s) from your child's doctor and any medication parental 
consent form(s) which are required for the school nurse to give medication to your 
child. 


• Please use the OTCs button in the upper right hand corner to confirm which over 
the counter medication your child may have during this school year. Please click on 
EACH medication to opt your child in or out. 


Charts:
• If your child requires any monitoring of blood glucose, peak flow, or blood pressure, 


this is where you will find charts documenting these values. 


Screenings: 
• Using the “Upload Proof of Physical” tab in the upper right hand corner: Upload 


physical exam. You can also  attach any documentation from a health care provider 
regarding a screening referral. 


Letters:
•   This tab also allows your school nurse to attach forms which you can then read and 


if applicable, sign and send back to your school nurse. 


Messages:
• This allows you to contact the school nurse at any time during the school year and 


will alert the school nurse with any messages you send. You can also attach or 
upload any other  information that you would like to have in your child's health record 
when you create a new message. 


Forms:
• You can access Needham Public School forms here: Plans for: Allergy, Asthma, 


Diabetes, and Seizures, parent permission forms for medication, and Doctor’s 
permission forms. 







  


In case you missed it, notices from NFTH 9/21:


 
 
 


Calling ALL Performing Arts and Music Students! 
 


Register TODAY for this year’s  
Student FUNdraiser 


 
Taking place on  


Saturday, October 14th from 11:00 – 2:00pm 
(students will choose a 90 minute shift in the registration form) 


 
This fun activity is raises necessary funds for NHS Friends of Music (FOM) to support 
NHS performing prts programming, enhancing the experience for all NHS performing 
arts students and the Needham community.  We are thrilled to offer our students the 
opportunity to FUNdraise for the performing arts in which they thrive. 
 
Who should participate: 


• All students who are in a school-based music or theater class 
• Students who are on or plan to be on the tech crew for any of this year’s 


shows 
• Students who have performed or plan to perform in either SAMD, the winter 


school musical or the school play 
• Students who are in Symphonic Band, Jazz Ensemble or Chorale 
• Students who sing in an a Cappella group  


 
What to expect?  Students will gather by grade to host a fundraising table at one of 4 
high traffic areas in Needham.  Students will engage passers-by and fundraise for 
FOM.  We will handouts and tools to help them talk about their performing arts 
experiences.   
 
Prize!  The participating members of the grade which collects the most money will 
win a prize which will be awarded at Winterfest.  
 


Sign up HERE today to participate!  
 


Please contact Linda Hill with any questions. 







  







  


The Needham High School Boosters Club’s Annual Sticker Drive 
fundraiser begins the weekend of September 30th.  


NHS student athletes will knock on doors, asking residents for a 
contribution to help support the school’s 75 athletic teams and 10 clubs. 


In return they will receive a Rockets sticker. 


Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated and are tax deductible. 
 To donate via PayPal or to get more information about the Boosters, 


please visit: www.needhamhighschoolboosters.org


NHS BOOSTERS CLUB’S 
STICKER DRIVE 9/30


9th Grade Student Council: 


In case you missed it, notices from NFTH 9/21:



http://www.needhamhighschoolboosters.org/





  


Mark your calendars now for the NHS Craft Fair and Bake 
Sale. Get your Holiday shopping done early! Saturday 


Oct. 28, from 9am-3pm at Needham High School. 


We will have 100 local vendors selling handmade high-
quality items and an amazing bake sale with items baked 


by community members and donated from local restaurants 
and bakeries. 


Admission is free this year! We kindly ask that you make a 
donation to the NHS Parent Teacher Council to support our 


school and the student population. 


For further inquiries, please email: needhamcraftfair@gmail.com


In case you missed it, notices from NFTH 9/21:







  







The Needham School Committee will hold a Fall 
Open House on Sunday, October 1, 2023 from 


11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Harvest Fair on 
Greene’s Field.  


  


The open house is an opportunity for parents and 
the community to engage in an informal conversation 


with School Committee members and the 
Superintendent with concerns, questions and to 


share relevant information.  All are welcome to drop 
by the School Committee table and meet members 


of the Committee. 


Fall Open House
In case you missed it, notices from NFTH 9/21:







  


The Coding School is offering two, no cost two-semester courses in Artificial 
Intelligence and Quantum Computing for high school students. Through our 
courses, we aim to ensure these fields have diverse, equitable, and 
inclusive future workforces, and we are able to make these courses 
accessible to all students thanks to sponsorship from the DoD STEM and 
companies like Google, IBM, and Microsoft. 


The courses officially start on October 8th, and we’ll have orientation and 
Python training in the weeks prior for any students enrolled before then. For 
more information, visit the-cs.org/courses.  


About Our Courses 


• Our two-semester courses in AI and in Quantum Computing are taught 
virtually with live instruction from researchers at top universities 
(Stanford and Columbia). They are backed by the Department of 
Defense STEM and companies like Google, IBM, and Microsoft.  


• Over 3-5 hours/week for two semesters, students in both courses gain 
real-world tech skills, program in Python, discuss emerging tech ethics, 
hear from speakers in academia and industry, and end the year by 
completing capstone projects.  


• The courses have few to no prerequisites and are designed specifically 
for high-school students and teachers. 


• The AI course is no cost to all accepted students, and we have 
thousands of full and partial scholarships available for the Quantum 
course. For more information, visit the-cs.org/courses.  


How to Apply: 


• Apply through the application links in this flier. We’re accepting students 
on a rolling basis until October 5th. Spots are limited, so the sooner 
you apply, the better!


Interested in AI or Quantum Computing?



http://ec2-100-20-220-134.us-west-2.compute.amazonaws.com/x/d?c=35372515&l=511a66a9-bcfb-45be-98f4-dea15da8c2c1&r=f00d8c65-6d40-40ae-b7b3-c322bf27c066

http://ec2-100-20-220-134.us-west-2.compute.amazonaws.com/x/d?c=35372515&l=74357f2e-3fcd-4706-a104-f01139f3868b&r=f00d8c65-6d40-40ae-b7b3-c322bf27c066

http://ec2-100-20-220-134.us-west-2.compute.amazonaws.com/x/d?c=35372515&l=74357f2e-3fcd-4706-a104-f01139f3868b&r=f00d8c65-6d40-40ae-b7b3-c322bf27c066

http://ec2-100-20-220-134.us-west-2.compute.amazonaws.com/x/d?c=35372515&l=511a66a9-bcfb-45be-98f4-dea15da8c2c1&r=f00d8c65-6d40-40ae-b7b3-c322bf27c066









  


Lost and Found 
Students who find lost items can bring them to the lost and found area located in 
the Main Office. Students who lose items are welcome to come to the Main Office 


where they can fill out the Lost and Found form. The lost and found bin will be 
available throughout the school year and items are typically donated before 


school breaks if they are not claimed. 
Helpful suggestion: Labeling items such as lunch bags or articles of clothing with a 


student’s name can make it easier to locate the owners when belongings are 
misplaced. 


BULLETINS AND OTHER INFO


REQUEST FOR REDUCTION OF FEES FORM 
Please complete this form, if your family is 


experiencing financial hardship and you would 
like to be considered for a reduction of school 


related fees.



https://forms.gle/TtkMLFuHJsVuABcy8
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